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GWRRA TEXAS DISTRICT  
PART OF REGION H (THE HOSPALITY REGION) 

F RIENDS  F OR  F UN ,  SAFETY ,   
AND  KNOWLEDGE  

What a great time everyone had at this years 
Texas District Rally.  Thursday was exciting 
when a group of us went to the Kiowa Casino.  I 
am not sure if anyone left a winner but we all 
had a great time.  The travel up and back in the 
bus was the best way to avoid the heavy rain 
that seem to follow us up and back. 
 
Friday seemed to have the heavens open upon 
our Rally.  I am guessing Wichita Falls must 
have received about 3 inches of rain.  It was 
very fortunate for the ARC folks they had class-
room training on Friday and range training on 
Saturday.  We only had a few bikes compete in 
the light show but everyone enjoyed the Klon-
dike Ice Cream bars after the light show.  You 
could have as many as you wanted.  Most of our 
REAL Goldwing riders had two helpings.  I tried 
my best to beat that and had 3.  I paid for it later.   
 
As I mentioned Saturday brought clear skies and 
pleasant temps.  There were lots of games and 
fun to be had.  Jim Woodul informed everyone 
the place for next years rally was not decided 
upon yet.  But he did announce the theme for 
the 2018 Rally would be “Winging Back In  
History”.  He suggested to everyone they might 
want to study up on Texas History.  As the editor 
I took this to heart and I have decided if you read 
the newsletter you cannot help but learn some of 
our great states history.  Just read through the 
articles and you will find more than you ever 
wanted to know about Texas.  If you were fortu-
nate to be a native Texan, then good on you.  I 
know the rest of you got here as soon as you 
could.  I am a native Texan and very proud of it. 
Editor: Tom Sprague 
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Hello Texas, 

 
If you have not heard the news, we are Jim 
and Alvalin Woodul from chapter T in Killeen 
and we are your new Texas District Directors.  
We joined GWRRA in October 2008 and 
picked up our 2008 GL 1800 Trike in Novem-
ber 2008.  Right off we decided to ride every-
where we could and attend as many rallies 
possible.  During the last eight years, we have 
not missed Wing Ding or any Region Rally 
and have racked up over 99,000 miles on our 
trike.  We became the Chapter Director’s for 
Chapter T in Killeen in January 2010 and con-
tinued for 8 years until stepping down to be-
come your Texas District Directors.  We truly 
believe in GWRRA and the family of friends 
we have made and want to continue sharing 
that with everyone we come in contact with.   
 
We want to thank Mike and Robin Thacker for 
their leadership for the last 3 years and for the 
great team they put together, most of whom 
have agreed to continue serving in their re-
spective areas.  Of course, there will be some 
changes and new ideas we will bring in the 
future.  We want to continue to bring more fun 
to our gatherings and rallies. 
 
Our first major effort will be to have a District 
Education Weekend.  This will be the avenue 
for you to take the training that you need to 
attain and maintain your levels in the Rider 
Education Levels Program.  We feel that by 
offering this training at a separate time you 
won’t have to spend your fun time at the ral-
lies sitting in the classroom.  
 
Our next challenge is finding the location for 

2018 rally.  We have been working on a 
venue and hope to finalize it soon.  We have 
set the theme for the rally as “Winging Back 

in History”.  Study your Texas history and the 
period of the 1800’s.  We will be releasing a 
list of Texas history markers, monuments and 
other important locations soon.  Along with 
some guidelines for a Chapter Photo Chal-
lenge which will lead you on a journey to next 
year’s rally. 
 

See ya ridin’, 

Jim and Alvalin Woodul 
Texas District Directors 

=================================== 

Some Texas History 

18 February 1685 -- Robert Cavelier, Sieur 
de LaSalle established Fort St. Louis at Mata-
gorda Bay, and thus formed the basis for 
France's claim to Texas. Two years later, La-
Salle was murdered by his own men.  

3 January 1823 -- Stephen F. Austin received 
a grant from the Mexican government and be-
gan colonization in the region of the Brazos 
River.  

Mid-1824 -- The Constitution of 1824 gave 
Mexico a republican form of government. It 
failed, however, to define the rights of the 
states within the republic, including Texas.  

6 April 1830--Relations between the Texans 
and Mexico reached a new low when Mexico 

forbid further emigration into Texas by settlers 
from the United States.  

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Jim & Alvalin Woodul 
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WOW 
 
The Texas District Rally in Wichita Falls was a 
lot of work, but a lot of fun also.  I hope the 
folks that participated had a great time.  I know 
Dawn and I had a lot of fun.  
 
The new Texas Director, Jim and Alvalin 
Woodul were sworn in and all the new positions 
were announced.  Hopefully I got everything 
correct on page 2 listing the new folks. 
 
With the installation of a new Director you will 
see changes in the District.  I always look for-
ward to changes.  No matter what the change 
is I always find them exciting.  I want to be 
among the first to welcome Jim and Alvalin as 
the new directors.  I look forward to their lead-
ership and direction. 
 
If you are interested in revisiting some of the 
fun we had in Wichita Falls please go to the 
Texas District web site and navigate to the FUN 
tab then click on the Photo Gallery link.  This 
will take you to the page with all the picture al-
bums.  You will see the Rally Logo in the center 
block.  Just click on the Logo and you can 
down load the pictures from the rally.  I put all 
the pictures in a PDF file.  That way you can 
review the pictures right on your internet 
browser or you can down load to your com-
puter.  Have fun reviewing the pictures.   
 
If you did not see much of me during the Rally 
it was because I was in the back room collect-
ing these pictures and getting them ready for 
closing ceremonies.  As noted on the second 
page of the rally pictures I want to give a BIG 
thank you to Donna Rymarz for her efforts to 
get as many pictures as possible.  I was also 
busy making signs and printing out many of the 
awards we handed out.  I hope to have all the 

officer updates made to the web before you 
read this newsletter.  If you find an error (and I 
do make them on a regular basis) let me know.   
That is the only way I get them corrected.   
 
You know Spell Check is a great tool, but it 
only tells you if a word is spelled correctly.  It 
does not tell you if you used the incorrect work 
or if you maybe used the wrong tense.  This is 
were I make most of my errors.  I am what you 
call a 10 finger typist.  I can hammer out some 
text but I lose all of my progress with having to 
go back and correct the errors.  Sometimes the 
computer corrects them for me but just like 
when you type a test message on your smart 
phone, it is not as smart as you think.  After you 
send the note you realize it corrected the text 
you were trying to type and completely 
changed the meaning.   
 
So much for the world of technology.  I have to 
admit it has made some leaps and bounds in 
the short time I have been around.  I remember 
working on computers back in the 70’s.  I 
worked on a computer that had a disk drive 
with the capacity of 300 MB and it was the size 
of a file cabinet.  Today you cannot purchase a 
disk that small.  Heck you cannot hardly find a 
thumb drive less than a couple of Gig (1 Gig is 
1,000MB).  We have made amazing progress 
in the development of computers.  The Apollo 
11 space craft that landed on the moon had 
1,300 times LESS computing power than an 
IPhone 5s.  How come we are not landing folks 
on Mars by now?  I am sure it will be soon.  
 

Tom & Dawn Sprague 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor  -  Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 
ITCP Certified Trainer 

 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
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Hello Texas!  

 

Kathy and I are on the road for awhile, so 

this month's article comes from Murray Dun-

kin TN-Y Chapter Educator. Enjoy the end of 

this spring riding season!  

 

T-CARE  

To have a safe ride and trouble free trip, a 

good T-CLOCS inspection is required to 

make sure your motorcycle is in top condi-

tion.  As you already know, T-CLOCS is a 

simple acronym used to remember motorcy-

cle components that should be examined 

during a pre-ride inspection.  The compo-

nents are Tires and wheels;  Controls, such 

as levers, throttle and switches;  Lights and 

other electrics;  Oils and other fluids;  Chas-

sis, suspension and other drive-line compo-

nents and finally, Stands.  

 

Since we have a T-CLOCS for our motorcy-

cles, lets have a check off for the rider too 

and we can call it;  T-CARE  

 

T – Training.  Develop the knowledge and 

skills to ride safely and handle unexpected 

situations through class room training and 

supervised practice sessions.  Fortunately, 

we have many experienced and trained rid-

ers in GWRRA to help us develop safe rid-

ing skills.  The GWRRA Levels program is a 

good way to be recognized and be acknowl-

edged for being a trained, safe rider.  

C – Conditioning.  Fatigue is a major factor 

for your safety during a ride.  It's hard to stay 

alert and focused to what's going on around 

you to make quick and correct decisions 

when fatigue sets in.  It's easy to say “get 

some exercise and lose that weight”, but re-

ality usually dictates otherwise.  We all know 

our limits so take a break if you find yourself 

getting fatigued.  When riding in a group, if 

your tired, call for a break.  I guarantee that 

someone else in the group is tired also and 

will be grateful for a rest stop.  As we grow 

older, we may find that we are no longer bul-

let proof and may require medications to 

stay in a healthy condition.  If you find your-

self losing focus and becoming fatigued due 

to a medical condition, take a break or call 

for a break to medicate and recover.  

 

A – Attitude.  The gray matter between your 

ears is another major factor for safe riding. 

Don't ride when you find yourself distracted 

from the job at hand.  If your angry or other-

wise distracted, stop, collect your thoughts 

and get in a good place mentally.  Stay fo-

cused and use the SEE (Search, Evaluate, 

Execute) method to stay aware of any situa-

tions around you so you can react quickly 

and safely.  If you have a co-rider or are in a 

group, think of the others around you to 

keep them safe also.  

 

R – Riding Risks.  There are many factors 

that add to the risks of riding a motorcycle. 

Traffic, weather, road conditions, direction-

ally challenged (lost), fatigue, experience, 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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skill, attitude, etc are all part of conditions 

that can affect safe riding conditions.  When 

planning a trip, keep in mind a plan to re-

duce risks as much as possible.  Even when 

just riding to the store, wear a helmet, boots, 

gloves, layered riding clothing, gloves and a 

first aid kit, tools and a cell phone.  

 

E- Expectations.  The GWRRA motto is 

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge.  We 

have a lot of fun riding with our friends and 

welcome all who want to ride with us.  We 

want everyone to enjoy handle bar therapy 

with us and to arrive safely to the end of the 

ride.  This just doesn't happen, it takes a lot 

of hard work by a lot of volunteers in 

GWRRA to live up to this motto. So, commit 

to riding safe, keep enhancing your skills 

and knowledge and someday, you too can 

be a volunteer to help others to have safe 

riding fun with us.  

 

Ride Safely, Ride Often, and HEY! Be care-

ful out there! 

 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell 
All The Gear All The Time 

 
 
 
 

=================================== 

Special Dates in Texas History 

 

2 October 1835 -- Texans repulsed a detach-
ment of Mexican cavalry at the Battle of Gonza-
les. The revolution began. 

9 October 1835 -- The Goliad Campaign of 
1835 ended when George Collingsworth, Ben 
Milam, and forty-nine other Texans stormed the 
presidio at Goliad and a small detachment of 
Mexican defenders. 

28 October 1835 -- Jim Bowie, James Fannin 
and 90 Texans defeated 450 Mexicans at the 
Battle of Concepcion, near San Antonio. 

3 November 1835 -- The Consultation met to 
consider options for more autonomous rule for 
Texas. A document known as the Organic Law 
outlined the organization and functions of a 
new Provisional Government. 

8 November 1835 -- The Grass Fight near San 
Antonio was won by the Texans under Jim 
Bowie and Ed Burleson. Instead of silver, how-
ever, the Texans gained a worthless bounty of 
grass. 

11 December 1835 -- Mexicans under Gen. 
Cos surrendered San Antonio to the Texans 
following the Siege of Bexar. Ben Milam was 
killed during the extended siege. 

2 March 1836 -- The Texas Declaration of In-
dependence was signed by members of 
the Convention of 1836. An ad in-
terim government was formed for the newly 
created Republic of Texas.  
 

 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 

Continued 
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RETHINKING THE  

MOTORIST AWARENESS PROGRAM  

 

One of the biggest challenges that associations 
like GWRRA face is communicating important 
information to its members.  When you have 
members in all 50 states and in over 50 other 
countries, that challenge is compounded.  
Therefore, you may have missed the change 
that has been made in our Motorist Awareness 
Program.  So heads up, here it is!!!  
 
Beginning in May of 2017 the Motorist Aware-
ness Program is no longer a part of Rider Edu-
cation.  It has been made a separate division 
with Mike and Becky Stevenson serving as the 
Regional Coordinators and Judy and I serving 
as the Texas District Coordinators.  This sepa-
ration from Rider Ed should provide for more 
support to the chapters in moving this vital pro-
gram forward. 
 
In visiting with our regional leadership and the 
other district coordinators from Region H, it is 
obvious that more information and program 
guidance will be forthcoming in the months 
ahead.  However, if we waited until everything 
was perfect, nothing would ever change be-
cause nothing is ever perfect.  So we are be-
ginning with a very clear and simple directive.  
Chapters need to actively seek opportuni-
ties to help the non-riding public increase 
their awareness of motorcycles on the road.  
Large, well-established chapters in high popu-
lation areas might seek a motorist awareness 
activity each month (or even several a month).  
Smaller chapters might be stretched to provide 
one motorist activity a quarter.  Every chapter’s 
situation will be different and the guidance here 
is to do what you can.  As the Texas District 
Coordinators, Judy and I want to assist you in 

anyway we can in moving ahead.  Don’t hesi-
tate to contact us.   We look forward to working 
with you and learning from you as we move for-
ward. 
 
 

Scott and Judy Finnell 
TX District, Motorist Awareness Coordinator. 
Assistant District Educators 

=============================== 
More Special dates in Texas History 

 
6 March 1836 -- Texans under Col. William B. 
Travis were overwhelmed by the Mexican army 
after a two-week siege at the Battle of the 
Alamo in San Antonio. The Runaway 
Scrape began. 

10 March 1836 -- Sam Houston abandoned 
Gonzales in a general retreat eastward to avoid 
the invading Mexican army. 

27 March 1836 -- James Fannin and nearly 
400 Texans were executed by the Mexicans at 
the Goliad Massacre, under order of Santa 
Anna. 

21 April 1836 -- Texans under Sam Hous-
ton routed the Mexican forces of Santa Anna at 
the Battle of San Jacinto. Thus, independence 
was won in one of the most decisive battles in 
history. 

November 1839 -- The Texas Congress first 
met in Austin, the frontier site selected for the 
capital of the Republic. 

11 August 1840 -- The Battle of Plum Creek, 
near present-day Lockhart, ended the boldest 
and most penetrating Comanche challenge to 
the Texas Republic. 

TEXAS DISTRICT ASSITANT RIDER EDUCATOR  

MOTOR AWARNESS COORDINATOR 
Scott & Judy Finnell 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  

MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORDINATOR (CHOY) 

Lyle and Sheri Altes  

We had a great time at the District Rally in 
Wichita Falls and we hope that all of you who 
attended did too.  
 
We want to congratulate Sal & Phylis Pesta 
from Chapter TX- U our new 2017-2018 Texas 
District Couple of The Year.  They are a fan-
tastic couple and I know they will represent the 
district proudly.  A special thanks to Scott & 
Linda Gresak our 2016–2017 Couple of The 
Year.  They have done a great job, been a lot 
of fun for everyone they have been around, 
and a fine example of what the COY program 
is all about.  While we are talking about the 
COY program, we would like to announce that 
Dale & Carleen Garrett from Chapter TX-T 
have agreed to serve as Texas District Couple 
of The Year Coordinators.  They will do a great 
job and will be working with all of the COY’s 
and Chapter Directors.  A BIG thanks to them. 
 
We want to thank our out-going District Direc-
tors Mike & Robin Thacker for their leadership, 
help and support.  At the same time we wel-
come Jim & Alvalin Woodul our new District 
Directors.  We look forward to working with 
them and trying out the new things they bring 
to the table with them. 
 
The District Chapter of The Year, TX-U, also 
won the Chapter Participation trophy for the 
2017 Rally which is a good example of how 
and why they became District CHOY.  There 
were 3 other chapters very close in the running 
for this award and only few points separated 
them.  Thanks to all of you who participated in 
all the rally functions.  One of the ways they 
won was playing the games we had at the rally 
both Off Bike and Stage games, Everyone we 
talked to enjoyed these games and Scott Gre-

sak did a fantastic job of being the MC for 
them.  
 
A special thanks to Kenny Shultz for all his 
help with the Off Bike games, the Dream 
Catcher wheel, the Bike Show, and everything 
else he did to make this rally a success. And 
finally a heart-felt thanks to all the Judges, Vol-
unteers, and the entire District Staff all who 
were there any time we needed help with 
something, you all made our jobs much easier 
and fun. 
 
For those of you that did not get to go to the 
rally check out the photos on the District Web 
site they are under the Fun Tab just look for 
this year’s rally. While we do not have a site for 
next year’s rally our new District Directors Jim 
& Alvalin Woodul are working hard to get eve-
rything finalized. We do have a theme it is 

“Winging Back in History”, so we might sug-
gest you read up on your Texas History, there 
should be a lot of things around this theme to 
do and possibly see. There will be much more 
information to follow and one thing is sure you 
can plan on having a lot of fun so plan ahead 
for a great time. 
 
We want to encourage all of you to get out 
there with your friends, ride, visit, and have 
fun. That is what makes chapter life enjoyable 
and why we all keep coming back. 

 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 
TX District MEC's & 

Chapter Of The Year Coordinator 

MEC's Make Fun Happen!!! 
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

Continuing our theme of highlighting the 2017 
Texas District Presenters, we are pleased to 
introduce you all to one of our latest ITCP facili-
tators; Jim Scholes. 
 
Jim came to 

GWRRA August 

2014, along with his 

wife, Genie, at the 

same time he pur-

chased their first 

Goldwing and are 

now on their sec-

ond Goldwing. Jim 

brings a passion for 

learning and teach-

ing, which led him 

to want to support 

GWRRA as a 

trainer/instructor. 

He has been an adjunct profes-

sor instructing MBA courses for 

13 years while practicing his day 

job as an HR professional. He 

has a love of training, also doing 

public speaking around the TX/

OK area at conferences on vari-

ous HR & business topics and 

writing training curriculum for his 

current company. What he likes 

most is the collaborative learning 

environment where participants 

add to the experience. When not 

training or on the motorcycle, he 

and his wife are either in the wa-

ter on a kayak, zip lining through 

rainforest tops or traveling. 

 
Jim can often be seen travelling the roadways 
on the alternative “Batmobile” accompanied by 
Batmans theme music. Those of us who at-
tended the Texas District Rally in 2016 will not 
forget his repetitive theme music at the bike 
show. Way to go Batman! 
 
Jim is also a qualified ITCP facilitator and we 
look forward to seeing him in action at some 
point in the future. Jim has also stepped up and 
joined the Texas District Team as the Assistant 
Texas Trainer, he will now be helping Gillian 
and I with the organization of the district train-
ing. Wait until he sees the paperwork. 
 

Gillian & Cliff Allen 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

Texas District Trainers 

Tel: 214-886-5798 
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GWRRA President Article 
Anita & JR Alkier 

From May 2017 Insight NL  

Ready, Set, It’s Wing Ding Time!  
 
Let’s have a Contest with Cool Rewards! 
Rules are SimpleO For New registrations 
onlyO Directors, Put in one envelope 5 new 
registrations.   Take $5.00 off each!   Regis-
tration must be received at Home Office by 
June 5th, 2017.  
  
Let’s see how many we can get and we’ll give 
away a helmet to 1st and 2nd place Director!  
(no exchanges for size unfortunately).  It’s a 
win for all!!  $5 off each registration and the 
Top 2 winning Directors win a helmet!!  Can’t 
be any easier!   Let’s play!  

 

District DirectorsO..  
We will put all the Chapters that participate 
can categorize them by District and for the 
District with the most NEW registrations the 
District Director will win complementary regis-
tration for 2 AND 2 tickets to the GWRRA Din-
ner!!!  
  
So encourage your Chapters to get those reg-
istrations in and don’t forget you can play too.  
  
Thanks!!!  
 
It’s about leadership.  We have a passion to 
lead and share with others the ideas we have 
and then with the help of the TEAM we de-
velop those  ideas into bigger ideas and 
plans.  As your Core TEAM develops, magic 
happens. So work to create the best TEAM 
ever and enjoy the magic!  
 
 Remember that a goal without a plan is just a 
wish!    
 

Anita & JR Alkire  
623-445-2380  
president@gwrra.org  
 

=================================== 
Special Days in December 

 

June 4, 1944 - During World War II in Europe, 
Rome was liberated by the U.S. 5th Army, led 
by General Mark Clark. Rome had been de-
clared an open city by German Field Marshal 
Albert Kesselring amid Allied concerns the 
Germans might stage a Stalingrad-style de-
fense that would devastate the historic 
'Eternal' city. 
 

June 6, 1872 - Pioneering feminist Susan B. 
Anthony was fined for voting in a presidential 
election at Rochester, New York. After voting 
rights had been granted to African American 
males by the 15th Amendment, she attempted 
to extend the same rights to women. She led 
a group of women that voted illegally, to test 
their status as citizens. She was arrested, 
tried and sentenced to pay $100, which she 
refused. Following her death in 1906 after five 
decades of tireless work, the Democratic and 
Republican parties both endorsed women's 
right to vote. In August of 1920, the 19th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was fi-
nally ratified, allowing women to vote. 

June 11, 1994 - After 49 years, the Soviet 
military occupation of East Germany ended. 
At one time there had been 337,800 Soviet 
troops stationed in Germany. Over 300,000 
Russians died during World War II in the Bat-
tle for Berlin. 
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GWRRA Director’s Article 
Ray & Sandi Garris 

From May 2017 Insight NL 

Becoming A First Responder   
 
If your Chapter, District or Region needs more 
response to your flyers, invitations, etc., this 
might just fit in your Newsletter:  
 
When you receive a flyer announcing a Chapter, 
District or Region event, or any communication 
that asks you to RSVP, what do you do? Most of 
us just push it to the back burner for a while. We 
might think about it, maybe check our schedules 
and perhaps talk to our spouse, or just do noth-
ing right then.  
 
Did you ever stop and think about what we just 
did by doing nothing? We just slapped the event 
planner in the face. This poor soul (who, by the 
way, is a Volunteer) has the huge job of planning 
how to entertain us at this event, be it a ride, din-
ner, rally or even Wing Ding. Their job is to make 
a myriad of arrangements on our behalf, making 
sure that our experience is positive and fun-filled. 
These events include many opportunities for us 
to really enjoy ourselves and the people around 
us.  
 
These incredibly talented and dedicated people 
in our organization have devoted many hours of 
blood, sweat and tears to arrange the meeting 
place, route, rest stops, places of interest, meals, 
entertainment and, of course, an affordable and 
comfortable place to stay. Their job is really diffi-
cult when you consider that most of their plan-
ning is done without the answer to the very im-
portant question: “How many Members are going 
to attend?” The answer to this mystical and im-
portant question rests solely with you and me.  
 
These hardworking Volunteers have been forced 
to make many, many decisions involving you and 
me with only an educated guess, at best, about 
who will attend. They have even been forced to 
make reservations for meals, lodging and meet-
ing space with mandatory deposits, many of 

which are non-refundable. Many a sleepless 
night has been had by these dedicated planners 
and volunteer leaders trying to outguess the rest 
of the group. What can we do to avoid this di-
lemma? 
 
It’s really very easy! We can become a “First Re-
sponder” when we see that flyer or invitation ask-
ing for an RSVP by responding immediately. The 
dictionary says RSVP is a French phrase that 
translates to “Please respond.” It is a standard 
practice to reply to an RSVP request confirming 
attendance or declining. Yes, even if you can’t or 
don’t want to attend, let us know, please.  Here is 
a wonderful opportunity for you to have your 
voice heard by the event planner. Let them know 
in a positive manner about your concerns regard-
ing the timing (hour, day, month,) location, dis-
tances, type of event, cost , activities, type of 
food or anything that would cause you not to at-
tend. This is very valuable information for our 
volunteer leaders and planners. Positive feed-
back is one of the most important parts of any 
successful organization.  
 
In order to become a First Responder we must 
do a couple of things ourselves. When we re-
ceive an invitation we need to consult our calen-
dar, communicate with our spouse and then 
make a commitment to attend and, most impor-
tantly, communicate that information using that 
flyer, registration or invitation. In first aid and 
CPR a First Responder can make a difference in 
someone’s life. With a registration form, flyer or 
invitation, your response can also make a differ-
ence!!  
 
Sandi and I, along with all of our volunteer lead-
ers and planners thank you in advance for your 
support on this note. We congratulate all of those 
Members who are ready to become First Re-
sponders.     

Ray & Sandi 
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Bob & Althea Berry  
GWRRA Rider Education Directors  

From May 2017 Insight NL 

Smokin’ Underwear Loose on the 

Freeway  
  
We’ll call him Harry. The person is real, if not 
the name.  We rode together a lot back East. 
He was not fortunate enough to own a Gold 
Wing and made do with whatever used two-
wheeler he could afford at the time.  This one 
was a 750-cc cruiser which served him well. 
But, after riding with me and Althea on longer 
and longer trips, he decided to purchase 
some more luggage space in the form of 
beautiful new leather saddlebags.  
  
So, it was a surprise to us when he arrived at 
our rendezvous point in Lake George, N.Y., 
that he said, “I’ll have to go over to Wal-Mart 
and get some underwear.” Not one to let that 
kind of comment drift into the ether, I inquired 
as to why. Did he forget to pack some? “No,” 
he replied, “mine burned up on the freeway.”  
  
Harry was very proud of his new saddlebags, 
as most of us are when we purchase after-
market add-ons for our Wings. But prudence 
must prevail because motorcycles are de-
signed to perform best “as is” and adding vari-
ous attachments can affect handling. A stu-
dent in one of my MSF ERC classes arrived 
on a bike equipped with a tank bag. They 
were having all kinds of trouble making tight 
turns. When I asked them to try the exercise 
without the tank bag, they did the tight turns 
with ease. Why? The tank bag got in the way 
of their ability to turn the handlebars far 
enough to complete the maneuver. Lesson 
learned.  
  
 Harry, however, had not yet learned his les-
son. While he reveled in the additional space 
the saddlebags gave him, he neglected to ac-

count for the added weight. So, as he pro-
gressed up the New York State Thruway, the 
saddlebags gradually succumbed to gravity, 
settling eventually on the exhaust pipes. As 
passers-by waved and gestured, it took him 
several miles to discover, with a quick glance 
in the rearview mirrors, that he was leaving a 
trail of smoke in his wake.   
  
So, he pulled over near a grassy embank-
ment, quickly removed the melting garbage 
bags full of his apparel from the saddlebags 
and dumped the contents onto the grass. As 
he was busy stamping out the smoldering arti-
cles of clothing (underwear included) a NY 
State Trooper pulled up, lights ablaze, looked 
at the carnage, asked Harry if he was OK, and 
receiving an affirmative answer paused, 
looked again, and said “I really don’t want to 
know” and drove off.   
  
Aftermarket goodies are fun and useful. Add 
as many as you like, but consider what they 
might be doing to the handling of the bike. 
Does adding a cup holder to the handlebars 
change anything (water is 2 pounds per 
quart)? Does a GPS mounted to the side re-
quire too much attention away from the road? 
How about a cup holder, a GPS mount and a 
satellite radio antenna all mounted on a han-
dlebar?  How do luggage or hitch racks affect 
suspension or maneuverability? These prod-
ucts can greatly enhance the enjoyment and 
convenience of our tours. You choose, and 
have fun using it all. Just don’t smoke your 
drawers. 

 

Bob & Althea Berry  
GWRRA Rider Education Directors  
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Rallyin' in Tennessee  
  

As we mentioned in our article last month, the 
Tennessee District rally was held in Pigeon 
Forge April 20th through 22nd.  And what a 
great success it was!  The Tennessee District 
Director, Gary and Patti Hamilton and their 
able staff hosted a fantastic rally at the Ra-
mada Inn and Conference Center in Pigeon 
Forge that dodged all the forecast rain until it 
finally caught up to everybody on Saturday 
night after closing.  
  
Up until then, we'd had near perfect weather 
for the rally.  They had some 32 vendors, 
some indoors and some outdoors.  The selec-
tion of products and wares was good and the 
vendors all seemed to have good traffic.  
Those that we were able to speak to seemed 
happy with the results.  
  
The Tennessee rally is famous for its Talent 
Show, hosted by Max Thomas of the District 
Staff.  It was a hilarious event, except for the 
serious acts.  Our Home Chapter (FL1-A) took 
away an award for "Out of State" acts.  My 
wife Nan and another Chapter member (Bruce 
Schlimme) performed the "Beach Ball Ballet" 
and had the audience really laughing.  They 
had 14 acts, a great participation by the dele-
gates.  
  
Saturday evening after closing, the District 
staff had organized an evening (including a 
fantastic dinner) at the Hatfields and McCoys 
Dinner Theater.  It was a great event and the 
tickets were only $35.00 each, a substantial 
reduction from the regular retail price.  About 
500 delegates availed themselves of this op-
portunity (including Nan and I) and it was well 

worth both the time and relatively modest 
cost.  A great way to top off an otherwise   
OUTSTANDING rally in the good old GWRRA  
tradition.  
 
Another fact that I found really neat was that 
even though the Tennessee District is in Re-
gion N, the Region  A Director (Jim and Sue 
Jackson) and all the Region A District Direc-
tors were in attendance.  The Region N Direc-
tor (Glenda Keough) had all of her staff and all 
5 District Directors in attendance as well.  This 
was a good example of two neighboring     
Regions supporting each other.   Another 
GWRRA tradition.  
  
The Tennessee District plans on returning to 
Pigeon Forge again next year.  A good 
choice, indeed.  
  
The next District rally in the Great Southeast 
(Regions A and N) is South Carolina, May 6th 
and 7th in lovely Beaufort, SC.  There's a 
pizza Welcome Party Friday evening, the 5th.  
We look forward to seeing you there for an-
other great time!   
  

Bob & Nan  
=================================== 

This Month in History 

 

June 14, 1777 - John Adams introduced a 
resolution before Congress mandating a 
United States flag, stating, "...that the flag of 
the thirteen United States shall be thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white; that the union 
be thirteen stars, white on a blue field, repre-
senting a new constellation." This anniversary 
is celebrated each year in the U.S. as Flag 
Day. 

GWRRA Deputy Directors Article 
Bob & Nan Shrader 

From May 2017 Insight NL  
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Region H News 

Directors Corner 

JIM & REBA BERRY 
FROM REGION H MAY NL    

Hey gang,  
 
We had a terrific time at the Region H rally.  
Thanks for all you faithful folks for joining us 
and all you volunteers who worked hard to 
make this a fun event for everyone.  We espe-
cially would like to thank the Region H Team 
for the time and effort they have devoted dur-
ing the last few months.  Our team has a great 
time.  Later in this newsletter, you will find a 
lot of information on the rally.   
  
After good years we are saying goodbye to 
Marshall.  Next year’s rally will be in Paris, TX.  
Paris offers a newer facility, parking lots 
where we can conduct Rider Ed classes, city 
interest in Motorist Awareness classes and 
drill team performances, reasonably priced 
accommodations, good food and great rides 
and tours.  The theme will be “I Love Paris in 
the Wing Time.”    
  
At the end of the rally, Billie and Steve Flem-
ing announced their retirement as Assistant 
Region Directors.  Also, Ricky Frazier an-
nounced his retirement from the Region MFA 
Coordinator position.  These folks have done 
a wonderful job so the next time you run 
across them, give them a hug, pat on the 
back, hand shake and an “attaboy.”  
 
Coming up are the TX, KS and AR rallies.  At-
tached are the flyers for these rallies so, let’s 
get those motorcycles out and go, go, go!  
Save room for dessert in September for the 
OK rally.  
 
Coming up in September is the granddaddy of 
them all, Wing Ding in Grapevine, TX.  Wing 

Ding is at the world class Gaylord resort.  Yes, 
it is expensive, but you will never get a better 
price that what GWRRA has negotiated for 
you. I like to think of this as the prom!  
With the retirement of the Flemings, Becky 
and Tim Dinnel have stepped up to serve you 
as your Assistant Region Directors.  Please 
join us in welcoming them to their new posi-
tion.  
 
Don’t miss out on the Texas Trifecta Pin.  We 
are making available for $5.00, a white vest 
pin in the shape of Texas, trimmed in gold 
with red stars indicating the location of the 3 
GWRRA rallies in TX and Region H this year 
(TX, Region H and Wing Ding.)  You can or-
der yours at the TX rally and shortly from the 
Region webpage.  They will be a collector’s 
item.   
 
Motorcycling is a dangerous sport, so y’all be 
careful out there.  We love you all and don’t 
want to lose any more friends.  
 

Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 

 

=================================== 

This Month in History 

 

June 7, 1965 - The U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down a Connecticut law banning con-
traception. In Griswold v. Connecticut, the Su-
preme Court guaranteed the right to privacy, 
including freedom from government intrusion 
into matters of birth control. 
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Region H Team 

The Hospitality Region 

REGION DIRECTOR 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JIM & REBA BERRY 

DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 
 
ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 

PINS AND PATCHES 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

PATCHES@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

TREASURER 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 

ED AND ANN NAHL 

TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION TRAINER 

JACK WAGNER 

TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

WEBMASTER, 

SAM BELINOSKI 

WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT  

COORDINATORS. 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

COORDINATORS 

TIM  & BECKY DINNEL 

MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

EDUCATOR 

MEDIC/FIRST AID COORDINATORS 

RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 

EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MFA@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

VENDOR COORDINATORS 

RUBY SEALE 

VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

MOTORIST AWARENESS  

COORDINATORS 

MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 

MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

RANDY & KATHY REESE 

COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 
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Region H Motor Awareness 
Mike & Becky Stevenson 

Safety Is For Life 
From April 2017 Region H  NL 

The motorist awareness program wants to rec-

ognize individuals who set up or organize motor-

ist activities. This program is open to anyone in 

GWRRA. If you put on one of the below contact 

your district MA person so it can be reported! 

They will need to know who, what and when.  

THE MOTORIST AWARENESS PROGRAM 

GOLD AWARD  

 The Motorist Awareness Program Gold Award 

is presented at GWRRA Region or District Con-

ventions by the Region or District Motorist 

Awareness Program Officer or the Motorist 

Awareness Program Director.  This award rec-

ognizes members who have contributed to the 

safety of motorcycle riders in at least five of the 

following ways:  

 Presentations to students of public or private 

schools or universities.  

1. Presentations to members of community or-

ganizations, both civic and religious (one 

event per organization counted per calendar 

year.)  

2. Presentation to Driving Schools.  

3. Presentation to AAA or AARP driver classes. 

4. Presentation or MAP exhibit at  Company 

Safety Days (one event per company per 

year.)  

5. Presentation or MAP exhibit at Community 

Safety Days (one event per community per 

year.)  

6. Presentation or MAP exhibit at the National 

Night Out.  

7. Presentation or MAP exhibit at a community 

festival or fair.  

8. Presentation or MAP exhibit at Motorcycle 

Awareness Month activities.  

9. Presentation or MAP exhibit at local Malls. 

10. MAP exhibit at highway rest stops.  

11. Presentation or MAP exhibit at Community 

or Company Bike Nights (one event per 

community or company per year.)  

12. Presentation to Boys and Girls clubs, and 

Boy and Girl Scouts.  

13. Presentation or MAP exhibit at Bike or Car 

shows.  

 The first Award pin awarded to each individual 

will be the Motorist Awareness Gold Award 

header pin.  Pins awarded to that individual 

thereafter will be year date pins.  

Ride Safely, Ride Smartly, Be Seen  

  

Mike & Becky Stevenson 
Motor Awareness Coordinator 
Region H 
 
==================================== 

This Month in History 

 

June 30, 1971 - The 26th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was enacted, granting the 
right to vote in all federal, state and local elec-
tions to American citizens 18 years or older. 
The U.S. thus gained an additional 11 million 
voters. The minimum voting age in most states 
had been 21. 



PAGE 17 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER JUNE 2017 

 



PAGE 18 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER JUNE 2017 

 



PAGE 19 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER JUNE 2017 

 



PAGE 20 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER JUNE 2017 

 

Note from Anita Ackre. 
There is no resort fee when you make your reservations with the Gaylord using the GWRRA code. 
There is a $10/day parking fee in addition to your room.  Now if you stay with friends (or a different 
Hotel), what we have negotiated with the Gaylord is that you can come in the first day and pur-
chase from the Gaylord a parking pass for the 5 days.  It will cost $50 and give you in and out privi-
leges just like a guest staying at the resort.  We did this because they do charge for parking, a 
higher amount, and if you aren't staying at the resort then it has no in and out privileges so you pay 
each time.  So the pass it a great savings.  That would be the only cost if you did not stay on prop-
erty.  
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Gaylord Texan Resort 

& Convention Center 
1501 Gaylord Trail 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
Phone: 1-877-491-5138 
Group Code: GWR Rates: 

$159 single/double; 
$179 triple; 
$199 quad* 

 
Reservations accepted beginning August 
31, 2016 
* Single, Double, Triple & Quad refer to 
the number of occupants in a room, not 
bed type 
 
Arrive on Tuesday 29 August to see the 
Couple of The Year Selection 
Starting at 1:00 ending 5:00 
Grapevine welcome party 6:00 to 9:00 

Courtyard by Marriott OR  

TownePlace Suites by Marriott  
(TWO HOTELS UNDER ONE ROOF)  

2200 Bass Pro Court  
Grapevine, TX 76051  
Phone: 1-888-236-2427  
Group Code: GWA  

Rates: $135 single/double/triple/quad  
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This year at Wing Ding there will be an ITCP training offered.  If you 
are interested please note the directions above and send a note to 

Clara Bold (GWRRA Director of Training).  Mind you the class size is 
limited, so if you are interested please act SOON. 
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Editors Puzzle Page June 2017 

See the answer to May puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 
1. Small slits 

6. Disparage 

10. Pickle flavoring 

14. A financial examination 

15. Schnozzola 

16. Lazily 

17. Leaf opening 

18. Matured 

19. Char 

20. Up to now 

22. Arrived 

23. French for "Water" 

24. African virus 

26. Reflexive form of "It" 

30. A type of small mammal 

32. Foliate 

33. Necessities 

37. Notch 

38. Hair net 

39. At one time (archaic) 

40. Denigrating 

42. Stadium 

43. Give a speech 

44. Beginning 

45. A type of plastic 

47. Pelt 

48. Kiln-dried grain 

49. Authorized 

56. Type of sword 

57. Egg-shaped 

58. Reef material 

59. See the sights 

60. Testament 

61. Dens 

62. Ground forces 

63. Kill 

64. French for "Storehouse"  

1. Cummerbund 

2. Pear-shaped instrument 

3. Smell 

4. An indefinite period 

5. Courtly 

6. Foul-up 

7. Corporate image 

8. End ___ 

9. Ransomed 

10. Bewilder 

11. Something to shoot for 

12. Andean animal 

13. Stringed instrument  

21. Buffoon 

25. Prohibit 

26. Varieties 

27. Swarm 

28. Indian dress 

29. Audacious behavior 

30. Pilotless plane 

31. All excited 

33. Module  

34. Angers 

35. Feudal worker 

36. Immediately 

38. Shoals  

41. Weep 

42. Pinna 

44. Not in 

45. Steam 

46. A part of the small      intestine 

47. A young female horse 

48. Of higher order 

50. Wicked 

51. Big party 

52. Protective ditch 

53. Operatic solo 

54. Canvas 

55. If not 
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If you have an article, news, or other 

item of interest that you would like to 

be included in this newsletter, please 

e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 

25th of the month 

Save the Date  (Passport Events) 

======================================== 

Missouri District Rally 

June 1-3, 2017 
Branson Missouri. 

======================================== 

Kansas District Rally 
June 23-24, 2017 

Hutchinson KS 
======================================== 

Arkansas District Rally 

July 13-15, 2017 
Eureka Springs AR 

======================================== 

Wing Ding 

Aug 29—Sep 2, 2017 
Grapevine Texas 

======================================== 

Oklahoma District Rally 
Sep 28-30, 2017 
Muskogee OK 

======================================== 

Texas T-Fest Rally 

October 7, 2017 
Harker Heights TX 

======================================== 

Texas K2 Rally 
October 14, 2017 

Castroville TX 
======================================== 

Texas H Rally 

October 21, 2017 
Raymond Russell Park 

San Antonio TX 

======================================== 

TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE  

TTEXASEXAS    

DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR  

SSPONSORPONSOR  
 

from Readers Digest One liners 

 

Some people just have a way with words, 
and other people O oh O not have way. 
Steve Martin 
 
Probably the worst thing you can hear 
when you’re wearing a bikini is “Good for 
you!”  

A conference call is the best way for a 
dozen people to say “bye” 300 times.  

The Revenant (2015).  An epic tale of one 
man’s desperate journey to  do whatever 
it takes to  finally win an Oscar.  

If growing up in the ’80s taught me one 
thing, it’s that my friends and I should 
have found a treasure map by now.  

Red sky at night, shepherd’s  delight. Blue 
sky at night, day.  

One of my friends is pregnant. And I’m 
really excited. Not for the baby but be-
cause she’s one of my skinniest friends.  

This may be the wine talking,  but I really, 
really, really, really love wine.  

 


